
The Triune God

Rabbi Stanley Greenberg  �   �Christians are, of course, entitled to believe in a Trinitarian conception of God, but
their effor t to base this conception on the Hebrew Bible must f ly in the face of  the overwhelming testimony of
that Bible.  Hebrew Scriptures are clear and unequivocal on the oneness of God ... The Hebrew Bible affirms
the one God with unmistakable clarity.  Monotheism, an uncompromising belief in one God, is the hallmark
of the Hebrew Bible, the unwaver ing affi rmation of Judaism and the unshakable faith of  the Jew.  ... under no
circumstances can a concept of a plurality of the Godhead or a Trinity of the Godhead ever be based upon
the Hebrew Bible. �

There are implications and shadows of the Trinity in the OT;  in contrast to the clear and complete revelat ion of
the Trinity in the NT.  The emphasis in the OT is upon the unity of God, while the emphasis in the NT is upon
the Trinity of God.  However, this does not mean that there is no teaching of the Trinity in the OT anymore
than it means there is no teaching of the unity of God in the NT.  The truth about the Trinity in the Bible
illustrates the fact of God �s gradual and progressive unfolding of revelation.  

The Old Testament

There is one true God  �  

Deuteronomy 32:39  �  'See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I who put to death and
give li fe. I have wounded and it is I who heal, And there is no one who can deliver from My hand.

2 Samuel 7:22  �  "For this reason You are great, O Lord GOD; for there is none like You, and there is no God
besides You, according to all  that we have heard with our ears.

2 Kings 5:15  �  When he returned to the man of God with all his company, and came and stood before him, he
said, "Behold now, I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel; so please take a present from
your servant now."

Isaiah 43:10-12  �  "You are My witnesses," declares the LORD, "And My servant whom I have chosen, So that
you may know and believe Me And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, And
there will be none after Me.  11  "I, even I,  am the LORD, And there is no savior besides Me.  12  "I t is I
who have declared and saved and proclaimed, And there was no strange god among you; So you are My
witnesses," declares the LORD, "And I am God.

Isaiah 44:6-8  �  "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer,  the LORD of hosts: 'I am the f irst and
I am the last, And there is no God besides Me.  7  'Who is l ike Me? Let him proclaim and declare it ; Yes,
let him recount it to Me in order, From the time that I established the ancient nation. And let them declare to
them the things that are coming And the events that are going to take place.  8  'Do not tremble and do not
be afraid; Have I not long since announced it to you and declared it? And you are My witnesses. Is there any
God besides Me, Or is there any other Rock? I know of none.'"

Isaiah 45:5-6  �  "I am the LORD, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God. I will gird you, though
you have not known Me;  6  That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there is no
one besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other,

Isaiah 45:21-22  �  "Declare and set forth your case; Indeed, let them consult together. Who has announced this
from of  old? Who has long since declared i t? Is it not I, the LORD? And there is no other God besides Me,
A righteous God and a Savior; There is none except Me.  22  "Turn to Me and be saved, all  the ends of
the earth; For I am God, and there is no other.

Isaiah 46:9  �  "Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and
there is no one like Me,

Hosea 13:4  �  Yet I have been the LORD your God Since the land of Egypt;  And you were not to know any god
except Me, For there is no savior besides Me.
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The one true God exists as a Plurality  �  

The name  �  Elohim  � 

It is generally agreed that Elohim is a plural noun having the masculine plural ending im.  The singular is
Eloah.

Seraph (singular) and seraphim (plural)  � Is aiah 6:2, 6.
Cherub (singular) and cherubim (plural )  �  Genesis 3:24  and  Ezekiel 10.

The name Elohim used of the one true God (Genesis 1:1) is also used of false gods (Exodus 20:3).

Genesis 1:1  �  In the beginning God (Elohim) created the heavens and the earth.

Exodus 20:3  �  "You shall have no other gods (Elohim) before Me.

While the use of the plural Elohim does not prove a Tri-unity, it certainly  opens the door to a doctrine of
plurality in the Godhead since it is the word that is used of the one true God, as well as the many
false gods.

If the plural form Elohim was the only form available for a reference to God, then conceivably the
argument might be made that the wri ters of  the Hebrew Scriptures had no other al ternative but to use
the word Elohim for both the one true God and the many false gods.  However, the singular Eloah
exists and is used in such passages as  �  

Nehemiah 9:17  �  "They refused to listen, And did not remember Your wondrous deeds which You
had performed among them; So they became stubborn and appointed a leader to return to their
slavery in Egypt.  But You are a God (Eloah [singular] ) of forgiv eness, Gracious and
compassionate, Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness; And You did not forsake them.

Psalms 50:22  �  "Now consider this, you who forget God (Eloah [singular] ), Or I will tear you in
pieces, and there will be none to deliver.

Proverbs 30:5  �  Every word of God (Eloah [singular] ) is tested; He is a shield to those who take
refuge in Him.

Habakkuk 3:3  �  God (Eloah [singular] ) comes from Teman, And the Holy One f rom Mount Paran.
Selah. His splendor covers the heavens, And the earth is full of  His praise.

Consider the following four passages in which the singular Eloah and the plural Elohim are used
together  �  

Deuteronomy 32:15-17  �  "But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked  �  You are grown fat, thick, and sleek
 �  Then he forsook God (Eloah [singular] ) who made him, And scorned the Rock of his
salvation.  16  "They made Him jealous with strange gods; With abominations they provoked
Him to anger.  17  "They sacrificed to demons who were not God (Eloah [singular] ), To
gods (Elohim [plural]) whom they have not known, New gods who came lately, W hom your
fathers did not dread.

2 Chronicles 32:15  � 'Now theref ore, do not let Hezekiah deceiv e you or mislead you like this,
and do not believe him , for no god (Eloah [singular] ) of any nation or kingdom was able to
deliver his people from my hand or from the hand of my fathers. How much less will your
God (Elohim [plural]) deliver you from my hand?'"

Psalms 18:31  � For who is God (Eloah [singular] ), but the LORD? And who is a rock, except
our God (Elohim [plural]),
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In some cases, the translator must determine to whom the words Eloah and Elohim are referring. 
Do they refer to the one true God or to a false god?  For example  �  

Daniel 11:37 (nasb)  �  "He will show no regard for the gods (Elohim [plural]) of his fathers
or for the desire of women, nor will he show regard for any other god (Eloah [singular] );
for he will magnify himself above them all.

Daniel 11:37 (kjv )  �  Neither shall he regard the God (Elohim [plural]) of his fathers, nor the
desire of women, nor regard any god (Eloah [singular] ): for he shall magnify himself
above all.

The singular form Eloah could easily have been consistently used of the one true God.  Yet it is only
used 57 times (in the nasb) [41 of which are in Job] while the plural form is used 2,606 times (in
the nasb) [only 17 of which are in Job].  The far greater use of the plural form Elohim seems to
turn the argument for plurality in the Godhead rather than against it.

Singular and plural verbs used with Elohim  � 

Virtually all  Hebrew scholars recognize that the word Elohim as it stands by itself is a plural noun. 
Nevertheless, they wish to deny that it al lows for any plurality in the Godhead whatsoever.  Their line of
reasoning usually goes like this  �  When Elohim is used of the true God, it is followed by a singular verb;
when it is used of false gods, it is fol lowed by a plural verb.  For example  �  

Genesis 1:1  �  In the beginning God (Elohim [plural]) created (singular  �  He created) the heavens and
the earth.

They argue, therefore, that this opening verse of Genesis clearly speaks of a singular God and not a
plurality.

The points made are generally true because the Bible does teach that God is only one God and, therefore,
the general pattern is to have the plural noun followed by the singular v erb when it speaks of the one true
God.  However, there are places where the word Elohim is used of the one true God and yet it is followed
by a plural verb.

Genesis 20:13  �  and it came about, when God (Elohim [plural]) caused (plural  �  They caused) me to
wander from my father's house, that I said to her, 'This is the kindness which you will show to me:
everywhere we go, say of me, "He is my brother."'"

Genesis 35:7  �  He built an altar there, and cal led the place El-bethel,  because there God (Elohim
[plural]) had revealed (plural  �  They had revealed) Himself to him when he fled from his brother. 
Note  �  The use of the singular pronoun Himself with the plural God.

2 Samuel 7:23  �  "And what one nation on the earth is like Your people Israel, whom God (Elohim
[plural]) went (plural  �  They went) to redeem for Himself as a people and to make a name for
Himself, and to do a great thing for You and awesome things for Your land, before Your people
whom You have redeemed for Yourself from Egypt, from nations and their gods?  Note  �  The use of
the singular pronoun Himself with the plural God.

Psalms 58:11  �  And men will say, "Surely there is a reward for the righteous; Surely there is a God
(Elohim [plural]) who judges (plural  �  They judge) on earth!"  Note  �  The use of the indefinite
article a with the plural God.

The use of Elohim, in reference to the one true God, followed by a plural verb opens the door for a plurality in
the Godhead.
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Plural pronouns  �  

Another case in point regarding Hebrew grammar is that often when God speaks of Himself , He clearly uses
plural pronouns  �  

Genesis 1:26  �  Then God (Elohim) said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."

He could not have been making reference to angels, as some have suggested, since man was
created in the image and l ikeness of God and not of angels.

Genesis 3:22  �  Then the LORD God (Jehovah [Yahweh] Elohim) said, "Behold, the man has become
like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from
the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"

Genesis 11:6-7  �  The LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) said, "Behold, they are one people, and they all have
the same language. And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will
be impossible for them.  7  "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will
not understand one another's speech."

Isaiah 6:8  �  Then I heard the voice of  the Lord (Adonai), saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go
for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!"  Note  �  This passage would appear contradictory with
the singular I and plural Us, except as viewed as a plurality (US) in a unity (I).

Plural descriptions of God  �  

One point that also comes out of  Hebrew is that often God is described with plural words.

Joshua 24:19  �  Then Joshua said to the people, "You will not be able to serve the LORD (Jehovah
[Yahweh]), for  He is a holy God (holy Gods [Elohim]). He is a jealous God (El); He will not forgive
your transgression or your sins.

Psalms 149:1-2  �  Praise the LORD (Yah)! Sing to the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) a new song, And His
praise in the congregation of the godly ones.  2  Let Israel be glad in his Maker (Makers); Let the
sons of Zion rejoice in thei r King.

Ecclesiastes 12:1  �  Remember also your Creator (Creators) in the days of your youth, before the evil
days come and the years draw near when you will say, "I have no delight in them";

Isaiah 54:5  �  "For your husband is your Maker (Makers), Whose name is the LORD (Jehovah
[Yahweh]) of hosts; And your Redeemer is the Holy One of  Israel, Who is called the God (Elohim)
of all the earth.

Everything so far simply reflects the Hebrew language of the Scriptures.  If  we are to base our theology on the
Scriptures alone, we have to say that on the one hand they af firm God �s unity, but at the same time they tend
towards the concept of a compound unity allowing for a plurality in the Godhead.
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The Shema  �  Deuteronomy 6:4  �  Hear, O Israel!  The LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) is our God (Elohim), the
LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) is one (echad)!

Deuteronomy 6:4, known as the Shema, has always been Israel �s great confession.  It is this verse more than
any other that is used to affi rm the fact that God is one, and is often used to counteract the concept of
plurality in the Godhead.

It should be noted that the very words our God (Elohim) are in the plural in the Hebrew text.

The main argument lies in the word one which is the Hebrew word echad.  A glance through the Hebrew text
where the word is used elsewhere can quickly show that the word echad does not mean an absolute one
but rather a compound one  �  several things joined together to become one entity  �  a unity of several
things.

Genesis 2:24  �  For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife;
and they shall become one (echad) flesh.  Note  �  A man and a woman come together in marriage
and the two become one (echad) flesh.

Ezra 2:64  �  The whole congregation together (echad) was forty and two thousand three hundred and
threescore,  Note  �  The whole congregation was as one (echad), though of course it was composed
of over 42,000 people.

Ezekiel 37:16-17  �  "And you, son of man, take for yourself one (echad) stick and write on it, 'For Judah
and for the sons of Israel, his companions'; then take another (echad) stick and write on it, 'For
Joseph, the stick of Ephraim and all the house of Israel, his companions.'  17  "Then join them for
yourself one (echad) to another (echad) into one (echad) stick, that they may become one
(echad) in your hand.  Note  �  Two sticks are joined together into one (echad) stick.

There is a Hebrew word that does mean an absolute unity  and that word is yachid, the emphasis being on the
meaning only.

Genesis 22:2  �  He said, "Take now your son, your only (yachid) [son], whom you love, Isaac, and go to
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell
you."

Genesis 22:12  � He said, "Do  not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only (yachid) [son], from Me."

Judges 11:34  �  When Jephthah came to his house at Mizpah, behold, his daughter was coming out to
meet him with tambourines and with dancing. Now she was his one (yachid) and only [child];
besides her he had no son or daughter.

Proverbs 4:3  �  When I was a son to my father,  Tender and the only (yachid) [son] in the sight of my
mother,

Jeremiah 6:26  �  O daughter of my people, put on sackcloth And roll in ashes; Mourn as for an only
(yachid) [son], A lamentation most bitter. For suddenly the destroyer Will  come upon us.

Amos 8:10  �  "Then I will turn your festivals into mourning And all your songs into lamentation; And I will
bring sackcloth on everyone's loins And baldness on every head. And I will make i t like a time of
mourning for an only (yachid) [son], And the end of it will be like a bitter day.

Zechariah 12:10  �  "I will pour out on the house of Dav id and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of
grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn
for Him, as one mourns for an only (yachid) [son], and they will weep bitterly over Him like the
bitter weeping over a f irstborn.

If Moses had intended to teach God �s absolute oneness in Deuteronomy 6:4 as opposed to a compound
unity, yachid would have been a far more appropriate word to use.
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Elohim and Jehovah (Yahweh) applied to two personalities  �  

As if to make the case for plurality stronger, there are situations in the Hebrew Scriptures where the term
Elohim is applied to two personalities in the same verse.

Psalms 45:6-7  �  Your throne, O God (Elohim), is forever and ever; A scepter of uprightness is the
scepter of Your kingdom.  7  You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; Therefore God
(Elohim), Your God (Elohim), has anointed You With the oil of joy above Your fellows.  Note  �  The
first Elohim is being addressed and the second Elohim is the God of the first Elohim.  And so God �s
God has anointed Him.

Not only is Elohim applied to two personalit ies in the same verse, but  so is Jehovah (Yahweh), the very
name of God.

Genesis 19:24  �  Then the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and
fire from the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) out of heaven,  Note  �  Clearly we have Jehovah (Yahweh)
number one, on earth, raining fire and brimstone from Jehovah (Yahweh) number two who is in
heaven.

Hosea 1:4-7  �  And the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) said to him, "Name him Jezreel; for yet a little while,
and I will punish the house of Jehu for the bloodshed of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom
of the house of Israel.  5  "On that  day I will break the bow of Israel in the v alley of Jezreel ."  6  Then
she conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. And the LORD said to him , "Name her
Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer have compassion on the house of Israel, that I would ever forgive
them.  7  "But I will  have compassion on the house of Judah and deliv er them by the LORD
(Jehovah [Yahweh]) their God (Elohim), and will not deliver them by bow, sword, battle, horses or
horsemen."  Note  �  The speaker is Jehovah (Yahweh) who says He will have compassion and will
deliver them by the instrumentality of Jehovah (Yahweh) their Elohim.  Jehovah (Yahweh) number
one will deliver them by means of Jehovah (Yahweh) number two their Elohim.

Zechariah 2:8-9  �  For thus says the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) of hosts, "After glory He has sent Me
against the nations which plunder you, for he who touches you, touches the apple of His eye.  9  "For
behold, I will wave My hand over them so that they will be plunder for their slaves. Then you will
know that the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) of hosts has sent Me.  Note  �  We have one Jehovah
(Yahweh) sending another Jehovah (Yahweh) to perform a specific task.

The one true God is a Tri-unity (Trinity)  �  

How many persons are there in the Godhead?

If the Hebrew Scriptures truly do point to plurality, the question arises, how many personalities are there in
the Godhead?

We have already seen the names of God applied to at  least two different personali ties.  Going through the
Hebrew Scriptures, we find that, in fact, three and only three distinct  personalities are ever considered
Deity.

First  �  Jehovah (Yahweh)  �  

There are myriads of times (6824 times in the nasb) when there is a reference to Jehovah (Yahweh).  This
usage is so frequent that there is no need to devote space to it.
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Second  �  The Angel of Jehovah (Yahweh)  �  The Angel of the LORD  �  

A second personality is referred to as the Angel of Jehovah (Yahweh).  This indiv idual is always considered
distinct from all other angels and is unique.  In almost every passage where He is found, He is referred to
as both the Angel of Jehovah (Yahweh) and as Jehovah (Yahweh) Himself.

Genesis 16:7-13  �  Now the angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the
spring on the way to Shur.  8  He said, "Hagar, Sarai's maid, where have you come from and where
are you going?" And she said, "I am fleeing from the presence of  my mistress Sarai."  9  Then the
angel of the LORD said to her, "Return to your mistress, and submit  yourself to her authority."  10 
Moreover, the angel of the LORD said to her, "I will greatly multiply your descendants so that they
will be too many to count."  11  The angel of the LORD said to her further, "Behold, you are with
child, And you will bear a son; And you shall cal l his name Ishmael, Because the LORD (Jehovah
[Yahweh]) has given heed to your aff liction.  12  "He will  be a wild donkey of a man, His hand will  be
against everyone, And everyone's hand will be against him; And he will live to the east of all his
brothers."  13  Then she called the name of the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) who spoke to her, "You
are a God (El) who sees"; for she said, "Have I even remained alive here after seeing Him?"

Genesis 22:11-16  �  But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham,
Abraham!"  And he said, "Here I am."  12  He said, "Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and
do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God (Elohim), since you have not withheld your son,
your only son, from Me."  13  Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a
ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a
burnt offering in the place of his son.  14  Abraham called the name of that place The LORD
(Jehovah [Yahweh]) Wil l Provide, as it is said to this day, "In the mount of the LORD (Jehovah
[Yahweh]) it will be prov ided."  15  Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time
from heaven,  16  and said, "By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]),
because you have done this thing and have not  withheld your son, your only son,

Genesis 31:11-13  �  "Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, 'Jacob,' and I said, 'Here I am.'  12 
"He said, 'Lift up now your eyes and see that all the male goats which are mating are striped,
speckled, and mottled; for I have seen all that Laban has been doing to you.  13  'I am the God of
Bethel, where you anointed a pillar, where you made a vow to Me; now arise, leave this land, and
return to the land of your birth.'"

Exodus 3:2-14  �  The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and
he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.  3  So Moses
said, "I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up."  4  When
the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) saw that he turned aside to look, God (Elohim) called to him f rom
the midst of the bush and said, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am."  5  Then He said, "Do not
come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy
ground."  6  He said also, "I am the God (Elohim) of your father, the God (Elohim) of Abraham,
the God (Elohim) of Isaac, and the God (Elohim) of Jacob." Then Moses hid his face, for he was
afraid to look at God (Elohim).  7  The LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) said, "I have surely seen the
affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their
taskmasters, for I am aware of  their sufferings.  8  "So I have come down to deliver them f rom the
power of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land
flowing with mi lk and honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the
Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite.  9  "Now, behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to
Me; furthermore, I have seen the oppression with which the Egyptians are oppressing them.  10 
"Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people,  the sons of
Israel, out of Egypt."   11  But Moses said to God (Elohim), "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh,
and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?"  12  And He said, "Certainly I will  be with you,
and this shall be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out
of Egypt, you shall worship God (Elohim) at this mountain."  13  Then Moses said to God (Elohim),
"Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, 'The God (Elohim) of your fathers
has sent me to you.' Now they may say to me, 'W hat is His name?' What shall I say to them?"  14 
God (Elohim) said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of
Israel, 'I AM (YHWH) has sent me to you.'"
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Judges 6:11-27  �  Then the angel of the LORD came and sat under the oak that was in Ophrah, which
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite as his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press in order
to save it f rom the Midiani tes.  12  The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him,  "The
LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) is with you, O valiant warrior."  13  Then Gideon said to him, "O my
lord, if the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where
are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, 'Did not the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh])
bring us up from Egypt?' But now the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) has abandoned us and given us
into the hand of Midian."  14  The LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) looked at him and said, "Go in this
your strength and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?"  15  He said to Him,
"O Lord, how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my family is the least in Manasseh, and I am the
youngest in my father's house."  16  But the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) said to him, "Surely I will
be with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man."  17  So Gideon said to Him, "If now I have
found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign that it is You who speak with me.  18  "Please do not
depart from here, until I come back to You, and bring out my offering and lay it before You." And He
said, "I will remain until you return."  19  Then Gideon went in and prepared a young goat and
unleavened bread from an ephah of flour; he put the meat in a basket and the broth in a pot, and
brought them out to him under the oak and presented them.  20  The angel of God said to him,
"Take the meat and the unleavened bread and lay them on this rock, and pour out the broth." And he
did so.  21  Then the angel of the LORD put out the end of the staff  that was in his hand and
touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the
meat and the unleavened bread. Then the angel of the LORD vanished from his sight.  22  When
Gideon saw that he was the angel of the LORD, he said, "Alas, O Lord (Adonai) GOD (Jehovah
[Yahweh])! For now I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face."  23  The LORD (Jehovah
[Yahweh]) said to him, "Peace to you,  do not fear; you shall not die."   24  Then Gideon built an altar
there to the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) and named it The LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) is Peace.
To this day it is still  in Ophrah of the Abiezr ites.  25  Now on the same night the LORD (Jehovah
[Yahweh]) said to him, "Take your father's bull and a second bull seven years old, and pull  down the
altar of Baal which belongs to your father, and cut down the Asherah that is beside it;  26  and build
an altar to the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) your God (Elohim) on the top of this stronghold in an
orderly manner, and take a second bull and offer a burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah which
you shall cut down."  27  Then Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as the LORD (Jehovah
[Yahweh]) had spoken to him; and because he was too afraid of his father's household and the men
of the city to do it by day, he did it by night.

Judges 13:3-23  �  Then the angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, "Behold now,
you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall  conceive and giv e birth to a son.  4  "Now
therefore, be careful  not to drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing.  5  "For behold, you
shall conceive and give birth to a son, and no razor shall come upon his head, for the boy shall be a
Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the Philistines." 
6  Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, "A man of God came to me and his
appearance was like the appearance of the angel of God, very awesome. And I did not ask him
where he came from, nor did he tell me his name.  7  "But he said to me, 'Behold, you shall conceive
and give birth to a son, and now you shall not drink wine or strong drink nor eat any unclean thing,
for the boy shall be a Naziri te to God from the womb to the day of his death.'"  8  Then Manoah
entreated the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) and said, "O Lord, please let the man of God whom You
have sent come to us again that he may teach us what to do for the boy who is to be born."  9  God
(Elohim) listened to the voice of Manoah; and the angel of God came again to the woman as she
was sitting in the field, but  Manoah her husband was not with her.  10  So the woman ran quickly and
told her husband, "Behold, the man who came the other day has appeared to me."  11  Then Manoah
arose and followed his wife, and when he came to the man he said to him, "Are you the man who
spoke to the woman?" And he said, "I am."  12  Manoah said, "Now when your words come to pass,
what shall be the boy's mode of life and his vocation?"  13  So the angel of the LORD said to
Manoah, "Let the woman pay attention to al l that I said.  14  "She should not eat anything that comes
from the vine nor drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing; let her observe all that I
commanded."  15  Then Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, "Please let us detain you so that
we may prepare a young goat for you."  16  The angel of the LORD said to Manoah, "Though you
detain me, I will  not eat your food, but if  you prepare a burnt offering,  then offer it  to the LORD
(Jehovah [Yahweh])." For Manoah did not know that he was the angel of the LORD.  17  Manoah
said to the angel of the LORD, "What is your name, so that when your words come to pass, we may
honor you?"  18  But the angel of the LORD said to him, "Why do you ask my name, seeing it is
wonderful?"  19  So Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering and offered it on the rock to
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the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]), and He performed wonders while Manoah and his wife looked on. 
20  For it came about when the flame went up from the altar toward heaven, that the angel of the
LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on their
faces to the ground.  21  Now the angel of the LORD did not appear to Manoah or his wife again.
Then Manoah knew that he was the angel of the LORD.  22  So Manoah said to his wife, "We will
surely die, for we have seen God (Elohim)."  23  But his wife said to him, "If the LORD (Jehovah
[Yahweh]) had desired to kill us, He would not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering
from our hands, nor would He have shown us all these things, nor would He have let us hear things
like this at this time."

The Angel of Jehovah (Yahweh) is not  only identi fied as Jehovah, He is also revealed to be a distinct Person
from Jehovah.

Genesis 24:7  �  "The LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]), the God (Elohim) of heaven, who took me from my
father's house and from the land of my birth, and who spoke to me and who swore to me, saying, 'To
your descendants I will give this land,' He will send His angel before you, and you will take a wife
for my son from there.

Genesis 24:40  �  "He said to me, 'The LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]), before whom I have walked, will
send His angel with you to make your journey successful, and you will  take a wife for my son from
my relativ es and from my father's house;

Exodus 32:33-34  �  The LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against Me, I
will blot him out of My book.  34  "But go now, lead the people where I told you. Behold, My angel
shall go before you; nevertheless in the day when I punish, I will punish them for their sin."

1 Chronicles 21:15-18  �  And God (Elohim) sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was
about to destroy it, the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) saw and was sorry over the calamity, and said to
the destroying angel, "It is enough; now relax your hand." And the angel of the LORD was
standing by the threshing f loor of Ornan the Jebusite.  16  Then David lif ted up his eyes and saw the
angel of the LORD standing between earth and heaven, with his drawn sword in his hand stretched
out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, cov ered with sackcloth, fell  on their faces.  17 
David said to God (Elohim), "Is it not I who commanded to count the people? Indeed, I am the one
who has sinned and done very wickedly, but these sheep, what have they done? O LORD (Jehovah
[Yahweh]) my God (Elohim), please let Your hand be against me and my father's household, but
not against Your people that they should be plagued."  18  Then the angel of the LORD
commanded Gad to say to Dav id, that David should go up and build an altar to the LORD (Jehovah
[Yahweh]) on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

Daniel 3:25-28  �  He said, "Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without
harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!"  26  Then Nebuchadnezzar came
near to the door of the furnace of  blazing fire;  he responded and said, "Shadrach, Meshach and
Abed-nego, come out, you servants of the Most High God (Elah), and come here!"  Then Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego came out of the midst of the fire.  27  The satraps, the prefects, the
governors and the king's high officials gathered around and saw in regard to these men that the fire
had no effect on the bodies of these men nor was the hair of their head singed, nor were their
trousers damaged, nor had the smell of f ire even come upon them.  28  Nebuchadnezzar responded
and said, "Blessed be the God (Elah) of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, who has sent His
angel and delivered His servants who put their trust in Him, v iolating the king's command, and
yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship any god (Elah) except their own God (Elah).

Zechariah 1:12-13  �  Then the angel of the LORD said, "O LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) of hosts, how
long will You have no compassion for Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, with which You have been
indignant these seventy years?"  13  The LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) answered the angel who was
speaking with me with gracious words, comforting words.

Zechariah 3:6-7  �  And the angel of the LORD admonished Joshua, saying,  7  "Thus says the LORD
(Jehovah [Yahweh]) of hosts, 'If you will walk in My ways and if you will perform My service, then
you wil l also govern My house and also hav e charge of My courts, and I will  grant you free access
among these who are standing here.



10

The Angel of Jehovah is the Second Person of the Trinity  �  The Angel of Jehovah of the OT no longer
appears after the incarnation.  A natural inference that the Angel of Jehovah is now the incarnate Christ  �
the image of the invisible God.

Colossians 1:15  �  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of al l creation.

Hebrews 1:3  �  And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and
upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purificat ion of sins, He sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high,

John 1:14  �  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the
only begotten from the Father, full of  grace and truth.

John 1:18  �  No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the
Father, He has explained Him.

Philippians 2:5-7  �  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  6  who, although He
existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7  but emptied
Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.

John 14:8-9  �  Philip *said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us."  9  Jesus *said to
him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has
seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?

Neither the Father nor the Spirit are characteristically revealed in bodily and visible form.  Therefore, it is
logical that the same Person of the Trinity should appear in bodily form in both Testaments.

The Angel of Jehovah and the Lord Jesus Christ have similar functions.

Sent from Jehov ah  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 24:7, 40.   Exodus 23:20, 23.   Numbers 20:16.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  John 5:36-38 and 12:49.

Subordinate to Jehovah  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �   Zechariah 1:12-13.  
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  John 15:10.

Equal with Jehovah  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 31:11, 13.   Exodus 3:2, 4.   Judges 6:11-24.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  John 8:58;  10:30;  20:28.

Pardons sin  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Exodus 23:20-23.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Matthew 9:2-7.

Judges sin  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  1 Chronicles 21:14-15.   2 Kings 19:35.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  John 5:22, 30.  Revelat ion 19:11-21.

Curses sin  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Judges 5:23.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Matthew 25:41.

Prov ides for man �s needs  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 21:17.   1 Kings 19:5-7.  
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Philippians 4:19.

Shepherds  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 48:15-16.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  John 10:11, 27.
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Admonishes and encourages  � 
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Zechariah 3:6-7.   
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Acts 23:11.   2 Corinthians 12:9.

Redeems  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 48:16.   Isaiah 63:8-9.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Ephesians 1:7.

Hears prayer  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 21:17.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Acts 4:23-31.

Receives worship  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Judges 13:20-22.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Matthew 28:9.   John 20:28.

Performs miracles  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Judges 6:11-24.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Matthew 9:2-7.   John 6:1-14.

Commands men (and angels)  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Judges 6:11-24.   Zechariah 2:3.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Matthew 28:18-19.   Ephesians 1:20-22.

Demands obedience  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Exodus 23:20-21.   Judges 2:1-4.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  1 Peter 1:2.

Makes covenants  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Judges 2:1.  
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Hebrews 8:6.

Omniscient  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  2 Samuel 14:17-20.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  John 2:25.

Merciful  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Isaiah 63:9.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Hebrews 2:17;  4:15-16.

Blesses men  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 16:7-13;  22:18.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Matthew 5:3-11.   John 20:29.

Tests men  �  
The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 22:11-18.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  James 1:2-3.

Third  �  The Spirit of God  �  

A third major personali ty that comes through is the Spirit of God or Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is a distinct Person with all the characteristics of personality (intellect, emotion, will).  He is
not some emanation or force as some believe.  He is Deity.

Creation  �  Job 33:4  �  "The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Alm ighty gives me life.

Omnipresent  �  Psalms 139:7  �  Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?
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Omniscient  �  

Isaiah 40:13  �  Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, Or as His counselor has informed Him?

1 Corinthians 2:10-11  �  For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all
things, even the depths of God.  11  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the
spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit
of God.

Omnipotent  �  Zechariah 4:6  �  Then he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel saying, 'Not
by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the LORD of hosts.

The three personalities in the same passage  �  

The Hebrew Scriptures have not neglected to put all three personalities of  the Godhead together in one
passage.

Isaiah 48:12-16  �  "Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the first, I am also the
last.  13  "Surely My hand founded the earth, And My right hand spread out the heavens; When I call to
them, they stand together.  14  "Assemble, al l of you, and listen! Who among them has declared these
things? The LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) loves him; he will carry out His good pleasure on Babylon, And
His arm will be against the Chaldeans.  15  "I, even I, have spoken; indeed I have called him, I have
brought him, and He will make his ways successful.  16  "Come near to Me, listen to this: From the first I
have not spoken in secret, From the time it took place, I was there. And now the Lord (Adonai) GOD
(Jehovah [Yahweh]) has sent Me, and His Spirit."

Isaiah 63:7-14  �  I shall make ment ion of the lov ingkindnesses of the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]), the
praises of the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]), According to all that  the LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) has
granted us, And the great goodness toward the house of Israel, Which He has granted them according to
His compassion And according to the abundance of His lovingkindnesses.  8  For He said, "Surely,  they
are My people, Sons who will not deal falsely." So He became their Savior.  9  In all their affliction He
was afflicted, And the angel of His presence saved them; In His love and in His mercy He redeemed
them, And He lif ted them and carried them all the days of old.  10  But they rebelled And grieved His
Holy Spirit; Therefore He turned Himself to become their enemy, He fought against them.  11  Then His
people remembered the days of old, of Moses. Where is He who brought them up out of the sea with the
shepherds of His flock? W here is He who put His Holy Spirit in the midst of them,  12  Who caused His
glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, Who divided the waters before them to make for Himself
an everlasting name,  13  Who led them through the depths? Like the horse in the wilderness, they did
not stumble;  14  As the cattle which go down into the v alley, The Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.
So You led Your people, To make for Yourself a glorious name.

While throughout the OT God refers to Himself as being the One solely responsible for Israel �s
redemption from Egypt, in this passage three personalities are given credit for it.   Yet no
contradiction is seen since all three comprise the unity of the one Godhead.
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The New Testament

There is one true God  �  

1 Corinthians 8:4  �  Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that there is no such
thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God but one.

The one true God is a Triunity (Trinity)  �  

The Father is God  �  

John 6:44-46  �  "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on
the last day.  45  "It is written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.' Everyone
who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.  46  "Not that anyone has seen the Father,
except the One who is from God; He has seen the Father.

John 17:3  �  "This is eternal l ife, that  they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You
have sent.

Romans 1:7  �  to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:2  �  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father , by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to
obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.

1 Corinthians 8:6  �  yet for us there is but one God, the Father , from whom are al l things and we exist for
Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him.

Ephesians 4:6  �  one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.

1 Timothy 2:5  �  For there is one God, and one mediator  also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

The Son is God  �  

Isaiah 9:6  �  For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His
shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of
Peace.

Psalms 2:12  �  Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way, For His wrath
may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!

Proverbs 30:4  �  Who has ascended into heaven and descended? W ho has gathered the wind in His f ists?
Who has wrapped the waters in His garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is
His name or His son's name?  Surely you know!

John 1:1  �  In the beginning was the Word, and the W ord was with God, and the Word was God.
John 1:14  �  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only

begotten from the Father, full of  grace and truth.

John 20:28  �  Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"

Colossians 1:15-16  �  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  16  For by Him all
things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, v isible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him.

Titus 2:13  �  looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior,
Christ Jesus,
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Hebrews 1:1-3  �  God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many
ways,  2  in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of al l things, through
whom also He made the world.  3  And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation
of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made puri fication of
sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

Hebrews 1:8 (Psalm 45:6)  �  But of the Son He says, "YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER,
AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM.

1 John 5:20  �  And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may
know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God
and eternal life.

Consider the following Isaiah and Revelation passages together  �  

Isaiah 41:4  �  "Who has performed and accomplished it, Cal ling forth the generations from the
beginning? 'I, the LORD, am the first, and with the last. I am He.'"

Isaiah 44:6  �  "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the
first and I am the last, And there is no God besides Me.

Isaiah 48:12  �  "Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the first, I am also the
last.

Revelation 1:17  �  When I saw Him, I  fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on
me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last ,

Revelation 21:6  �  Then He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and
the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.

Revelation 22:13  �  "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the
end."

The Holy Spirit is God  �  

Acts 5:3-4  �  But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan fil led your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep
back some of the price of the land?  4  "While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it
was sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You
have not lied to men but to God."

Hebrews 9:14  �  how much more will the blood of  Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the same passage  �  

The baptism of the Lord Jesus  �  Matthew 3:16-17  �  After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from
the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove
and lighting on Him,  17  and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in
whom I am well-pleased."

The Helper passages � 

John 14:16-17  �  "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you
forever;  17  that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him
or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.

The Greek word translated another is allos meaning another of the same kind.  Heteros is the Greek
word for another of a different kind  �  it is never used in referring to the Trinity.

John 14:26  �  "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you
all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

John 15:26  �  "When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that  is the Spirit of
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truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,

The baptismal formula  �  Matthew 28:19  �  "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  Note  �   One name (singular), three parts.

Paul �s benediction  �  2 Corinthians 13:14  �  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

The teaching of the OT is that there is a plurality in the Godhead.  The first Person is consistently called Jehovah
while the second Person is given the names of Jehovah, the Angel of Jehovah, and the Servant of Jehovah. 
Consistently and without fail,  the second Person is sent by the first Person.  The third Person is referred to as
the Spirit of Jehovah or the Spirit of God or the Holy Spirit.  He, too, is sent by the first Person but is
continually related to the ministry of  the second Person.

In keeping with the teachings of the OT, the NT clearly recognizes that there are three Persons in the Godhead,
although, it becomes quite a bi t more specific.  The first Person is called God the Father, while the second
Person is called God the Son.  The NT answers the question of Proverbs 30:4:   �What is His Son �s name? � 
His Son �s name is the Lord Jesus Christ.  In accordance with the OT, He is sent by God to be the Messiah (or
Christ), but this time as a Man instead of as the Angel.  Furthermore, He is sent for a specific purpose  �  To
die for our sins.  God became Man in order to accomplish the work of atonement.  The NT calls the third
Person, God the Holy Spirit .  Throughout the NT He is related to the work of  the second Person in keeping
with the teaching of the OT.

We seen then, that there is a continuous body of teaching in both the OT and the NT relating to the Tri -unity of
God.
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THE ATHANASIAN CREED ON THE TRINITY

That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, nei ther confounding the persons, nor div iding the
substance.

Note (1)  �   Confounding the Persons = Confusing the roles of each member.  They are three separate
Persons.

Note (2)  �  Dividing the substance = Saying one member has one attribute and another member some other
attribute.  All have the same attr ibutes.

For there is one Person of the Father, another of  the Son, and another of the Holy Spi rit. But the godhead of the
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, is all one, the glory equal, the majesty co-eternal.

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit . The Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, and
the Holy Spirit uncreated. The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy Spirit
incomprehensible.

The Father eternal, the Son eternal , and the Holy Spirit eternal. And yet they are not three eternals, but one
Eternal.

As also there are not three incomprehensibles, nor three uncreated, but one Uncreated, and one
Incomprehensible. So likewise the Father is Almighty, the Son Almighty, and the Holy Spirit A lmighty. And yet
they are not three almighties, but one Almighty.

So the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. And yet  they are not three gods, but one God.

So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Spirit Lord. And yet not three lords, but one Lord.

For as we are compelled by the Christian verity to acknowledge each Person by Himself  to be both God and
Lord, so we are also forbidden by the catholic religion to say that  there are three gods or three lords.

The Father is made of none, neither created, nor begotten. The Son is of the Father alone, not made, nor
created, but begotten. The Holy Spi rit is of the Father,  neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding.

So there is one Father, not  three f athers; one Son, not  three sons; one Holy Spiri t, not  three holy spi rits.

And in the Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another, but all three Persons are
co-eternal together and co-equal. So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity
is to be worshiped.

He therefore that will be saved is must think thus of the Trinity.

Furthermore, it  is necessary to everlasting salvation that he also believe rightly the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus
Christ. For the right faith is, that we believe and confess, that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and
man; God, of the substance of the Father, begotten before the worlds; and man of the substance of his mother,
born in the world; perfect God and perfect man, of a rational soul and human flesh subsisting. Equal to the
Father, as touching His godhead; and inferior to the Father, as touching His manhood; who, although He is God
and man, yet he is not two, but one Christ; one, not by conv ersion of the godhead into flesh but by taking of the
manhood into God; one altogether; not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. For as the rational soul
and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ; who suffered for our salvation, ... , rose again the third day
from the dead. He ascended into heaven, He sits at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence He
will come to judge the quick and the dead. At His coming all men will rise again with their bodies and shall give
account for their own works. And they that have done good shall go into life ev erlasting; and they that have done
evil into everlasting f ire.
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The Triune God

Rabbi Stanley Greenberg  �   �Christians are, of course, entitled to believe in a Trinitarian conception of God, but
their effor t to base this conception on the Hebrew Bible must f ly in the face of  the overwhelming testimony of
that Bible.  Hebrew Scriptures are clear and unequivocal on the oneness of God ... The Hebrew Bible affirms
the one God with unmistakable clarity.  Monotheism, an uncompromising belief in one God, is the hallmark
of the Hebrew Bible, the unwaver ing affi rmation of Judaism and the unshakable faith of  the Jew.  ... under no
circumstances can a concept of a plurality of the Godhead or a Trinity of the Godhead ever be based upon
the Hebrew Bible. �

There are implications and shadows of the Trinity in the OT;  in contrast to the clear and complete revelat ion of
the Trinity in the NT.  The emphasis in the OT is upon the unity of God, while the emphasis in the NT is upon
the Trinity of God.  However, this does not mean that there is no teaching of the Trinity in the OT anymore
than it means there is no teaching of the unity of God in the NT.  The truth about the Trinity in the Bible
illustrates the fact of God �s gradual and progressive unfolding of revelation.  

The Old Testament

There is one true God  �  

Deuteronomy 32:39  �  

2 Samuel 7:22  �  

2 Kings 5:15  �  

Isaiah 43:10-12  �  

Isaiah 44:6-8  �  

Isaiah 45:5-6  �  

Isaiah 45:21-22  �  

Isaiah 46:9  �  

Hosea 13:4  �  

The one true God exists as a Plurality  �  

The name  �  Elohim  � 

It is generally agreed that Elohim is a plural noun having the masculine plural ending im.  The singular is
Eloah.

Seraph (singular) and seraphim (plural)  � Is aiah 6:2, 6.
Cherub (singular) and cherubim (plural )  �  Genesis 3:24  and  Ezekiel 10.

The name Elohim used of the one true God (Genesis 1:1) is also used of false gods (Exodus 20:3).

While the use of the plural Elohim does not prove a Tri-unity, it certainly  opens the door to a doctrine of
plurality in the Godhead since it is the word that is used of the one true God, as well as the many
false gods.
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If the plural form Elohim was the only form available for a reference to God, then conceivably the
argument might be made that the wri ters of  the Hebrew Scriptures had no other al ternative but to use
the word Elohim for both the one true God and the many false gods.  However, the singular Eloah
exists and is used in such passages as  �  

Nehemiah 9:17  �  

Psalms 50:22  �  

Proverbs 30:5  �

Habakkuk 3:3  �

Consider the following four passages in which the singular Eloah and the plural Elohim are used
together  �  

Deuteronomy 32:15-17  �  

2 Chronicles 32:15  �  

Psalms 18:31  �  

In some cases, the translator must determine to whom the words Eloah and Elohim are referring. 
Do they refer to the one true God or to a false god?  For example  �  

Daniel 11:37 (nasb)  �  ... gods (Elohim [plural]) ... god (Eloah [singular] ) ...
Daniel 11:37 (kjv)  �  ... God (Elohim [plural]) ... god (Eloah [singular] ) ...

The singular form Eloah could easily have been consistently used of the one true God.  Yet it is only
used 57 times (in the nasb) [41 of which are in Job] while the plural form is used 2,606 times (in
the nasb) [only 17 of which are in Job].  The far greater use of the plural form Elohim seems to
turn the argument for plurality in the Godhead rather than against it.

Singular and plural verbs used with Elohim  � 

Virtually all  Hebrew scholars recognize that the word Elohim as it stands by itself is a plural noun. 
Nevertheless, they wish to deny that it al lows for any plurality in the Godhead whatsoever.  Their line of
reasoning usually goes like this  �  When Elohim is used of the true God, it is followed by a singular verb;
when it is used of false gods, it is fol lowed by a plural verb.  For example  �  

Genesis 1:1  �  ... God (Elohim [plural]) created (singular  �  He created) ...

They argue, therefore, that this opening verse of Genesis clearly speaks of a singular God and not a
plurality.

The points made are generally true because the Bible does teach that God is only one God and, therefore,
the general pattern is to have the plural noun followed by the singular v erb when it speaks of the one true
God.  However, there are places where the word Elohim is used of the one true God and yet it is followed
by a plural verb.

Genesis 20:13  �  ... God (Elohim [plural]) caused (plural  �  They caused) ...

Genesis 35:7  �  ... God (Elohim [plural]) had revealed (plural  �  They had revealed) ... 

2 Samuel 7:23  �  ... God (Elohim [plural]) went (plural  �  They went) ...

Psalms 58:11  �  ... God (Elohim [plural]) ... judges (plural  �  They judge) ...
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The use of Elohim, in reference to the one true God, followed by a plural verb opens the door for a plurality in
the Godhead.

Plural pronouns  �  

Another case in point regarding Hebrew grammar is that often when God speaks of Himself , He clearly uses
plural pronouns  �  

Genesis 1:26  �

Genesis 3:22  �

Genesis 11:6-7  �

Isaiah 6:8  �

Plural descriptions of God  �  

One point that also comes out of  Hebrew is that often God is described with plural words.

Joshua 24:19  �  ... LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) ... a holy God (holy Gods [Elohim]) ... God (El) ...

Psalms 149:1-2  �  ... LORD (Yah) ... LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) ... Maker (Makers) ...

Ecclesiastes 12:1  �  ... Creator (Creators) ...

Isaiah 54:5  � ... Maker (Makers) ... LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) of hosts ... God (Elohim) ... 

Everything so far simply reflects the Hebrew language of the Scriptures.  If  we are to base our theology on the
Scriptures alone, we have to say that on the one hand they af firm God �s unity, but at the same time they tend
towards the concept of a compound unity allowing for a plurality in the Godhead.

The Shema  �  Deuteronomy 6:4  �  Hear, O Israel!  The LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) is our God (Elohim), the
LORD (Jehovah [Yahweh]) is one (echad)!

Deuteronomy 6:4, known as the Shema, has always been Israel �s great confession.  It is this verse more than
any other that is used to affi rm the fact that God is one, and is often used to counteract the concept of
plurality in the Godhead.

It should be noted that the very words our God (Elohim) are in the plural in the Hebrew text.

The main argument lies in the word one which is the Hebrew word echad.  A glance through the Hebrew text
where the word is used elsewhere can quickly show that the word echad does not mean an absolute one
but rather a compound one  �  several things joined together to become one entity  �  a unity of several
things.

Genesis 2:24  �

Ezra 2:64  �  

Ezekiel 37:16-17  �  

There is a Hebrew word that does mean an absolute unity  and that word is yachid, the emphasis being on the
meaning only.

Genesis 22:2  �  
Genesis 22:12  �
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Judges 11:34  �  

Proverbs 4:3  �  

Jeremiah 6:26  �  

Amos 8:10  �  

Zechariah 12:10  �  

If Moses had intended to teach God �s absolute oneness in Deuteronomy 6:4 as opposed to a compound
unity, yachid would have been a far more appropriate word to use.

Elohim and Jehovah (Yahweh) applied to two personalities  �  

As if to make the case for plurality stronger, there are situations in the Hebrew Scriptures where the term
Elohim is applied to two personalities in the same verse.

Psalms 45:6-7  �  

Not only is Elohim applied to two personalit ies in the same verse, but  so is Jehovah (Yahweh), the very
name of God.

Genesis 19:24  �  

Hosea 1:4-7  �  

Zechariah 2:8-9  �  

The one true God is a Tri-unity (Trinity)  �  

How many persons are there in the Godhead?

If the Hebrew Scriptures truly do point to plurality, the question arises, how many personalities are there in
the Godhead?

We have already seen the names of God applied to at  least two different personali ties.  Going through the
Hebrew Scriptures, we find that, in fact, three and only three distinct  personalities are ever considered
Deity.

First  �  Jehovah (Yahweh)  �  

There are myriads of times (6824 times in the nasb) when there is a reference to Jehovah (Yahweh).  This
usage is so frequent that there is no need to devote space to it.

Second  �  The Angel of Jehovah (Yahweh)  �  The Angel of the LORD  �  

A second personality is referred to as the Angel of Jehovah (Yahweh).  This indiv idual is always considered
distinct from all other angels and is unique.  In almost every passage where He is found, He is referred to
as both the Angel of Jehovah (Yahweh) and as Jehovah (Yahweh) Himself.

Genesis 16:7-13  �  

Genesis 22:11-16  �  

Genesis 31:11-13  �  
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Exodus 3:2-14  �  

Judges 6:11-27  �

Judges 13:3-23  �
The Angel of Jehovah (Yahweh) is not  only identi fied as Jehovah, He is also revealed to be a distinct Person

from Jehovah.

Genesis 24:7  �  
Genesis 24:40  �  

Exodus 32:33-34  �  

1 Chronicles 21:15-18  �  

Daniel 3:25-28  �  

Zechariah 1:12-13  �  

Zechariah 3:6-7  �  

The Angel of Jehovah is the Second Person of the Trinity  �  The Angel of Jehovah of the OT no longer
appears after the incarnation.  A natural inference that the Angel of Jehovah is now the incarnate Christ  �
the image of the invisible God.

Colossians 1:15  �  

Hebrews 1:3  �  

John 1:14  �  
John 1:18  �  

Philippians 2:5-7  �  

John 14:8-9  �  

Neither the Father nor the Spirit are characteristically revealed in bodily and visible form.  Therefore, it is
logical that the same Person of the Trinity should appear in bodily form in both Testaments.

The Angel of Jehovah and the Lord Jesus Christ have similar functions.

Sent from Jehovah  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 24:7, 40.   Exodus 23:20, 23.   Numbers
20:16.

The Lord Jesus Christ  �  John 5:36-38 and 12:49.

Subordinate to Jehovah  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �   Zechariah 1:12-13.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �
John 15:10.

Equal with Jehovah  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 31:11, 13.   Exodus 3:2, 4.   Judges 6:11-24.
The Lord Jesus Christ  �  John 8:58;  10:30;  20:28.

Pardons sin  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Exodus 23:20-23.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Matthew 9:2-7.

Judges sin  �  The Angel of  Jehovah  �  1 Chronicles 21:14-15.   2 Kings 19:35.  The Lord Jesus Christ
 �  John 5:22, 30.  Revelat ion 19:11-21.

Curses sin  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Judges 5:23.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Matthew 25:41.

Provides for man �s needs  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 21:17.   1 Kings 19:5-7.  The Lord
Jesus Christ  �  Philippians 4:19.
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Shepherds  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 48:15-16.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �  John 10:11, 27.

Admonishes and encourages  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Zechariah 3:6-7.   The Lord Jesus Christ  �
Acts 23:11.   2 Corinthians 12:9.

Redeems  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 48:16.   Isaiah 63:8-9.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �
Ephesians 1:7.

Hears prayer  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 21:17.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Acts 4:23-31.

Receives worship  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Judges 13:20-22.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Matthew
28:9.   John 20:28.

Performs mi racles  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Judges 6:11-24.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Matthew 9:2-
7.   John 6:1-14.

Commands men (and angels)  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Judges 6:11-24.   Zechariah 2:3.  The Lord
Jesus Christ  �  Matthew 28:18-19.   Ephesians 1:20-22.

Demands obedience  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Exodus 23:20-21.   Judges 2:1-4.  The Lord Jesus
Christ  �  1 Peter 1:2.

Makes covenants  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Judges 2:1.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Hebrews 8:6.

Omniscient  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  2 Samuel 14:17-20.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �  John 2:25.

Merciful  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Isaiah 63:9.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Hebrews 2:17;  4:15-16.

Blesses men  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 16:7-13;  22:18.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �  Matthew
5:3-11.   John 20:29.

Tests men  �  The Angel of Jehovah  �  Genesis 22:11-18.  The Lord Jesus Christ  �  James 1:2-3.

Third  �  The Spirit of God  �  

A third major personali ty that comes through is the Spirit of God or Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is a distinct Person with all the characteristics of personality (intellect, emotion, will).  He is
not some emanation or force as some believe.  He is Deity.

Creation  �  Job 33:4  �  

Omnipresent  �  Psalms 139:7  �  

Omniscient  �  

Isaiah 40:13  �  

1 Corinthians 2:10-11  �  

Omnipotent  �  Zechariah 4:6  �  

The three personalities in the same passage  �  

The Hebrew Scriptures have not neglected to put all three personalities of  the Godhead together in one
passage.

Isaiah 48:12-16  �  

Isaiah 63:7-14  �  
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The New Testament

There is one true God  �  

1 Corinthians 8:4  �  

The one true God is a Triunity (Trinity)  �  

The Father is God  �  

John 6:44-46  �  

John 17:3  �  

Romans 1:7  �  

1 Peter 1:2  �  

1 Corinthians 8:6  �  

Ephesians 4:6  �  

1 Timothy 2:5  �  

The Son is God  �  

Isaiah 9:6  �  

Psalms 2:12  �  

Proverbs 30:4  �  

John 1:1  �  
John 1:14  �    

John 20:28  �  

Colossians 1:15-16  �  

Titus 2:13  �  

Hebrews 1:1-3  �  

Hebrews 1:8 (Psalm 45:6)  �  

1 John 5:20  �  

Consider the following Isaiah and Revelation passages together  �  



Triune God - 8

Isaiah 41:4  �  
Isaiah 44:6  �  
Isaiah 48:12  �

Revelation 1:17  �  
Revelation 21:6  �  
Revelation 22:13  �

The Holy Spirit is God  �  

Acts 5:3-4  �  

Hebrews 9:14  �  

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the same passage  �  

The baptism of the Lord Jesus  �  Matthew 3:16-17  �  

The Helper passages � 

John 14:16-17  �  

The Greek word translated another is allos meaning another of the same kind.  Heteros is the Greek
word for another of a different kind  �  it is never used in referring to the Trinity.

John 14:26  �  

John 15:26  �  

The baptismal formula  �  Matthew 28:19  �  

Paul �s benediction  �  2 Corinthians 13:14  �  

The teaching of the OT is that there is a plurality in the Godhead.  The first Person is consistently called Jehovah
while the second Person is given the names of Jehovah, the Angel of Jehovah, and the Servant of Jehovah. 
Consistently and without fail,  the second Person is sent by the first Person.  The third Person is referred to as
the Spirit of Jehovah or the Spirit of God or the Holy Spirit.  He, too, is sent by the first Person but is
continually related to the ministry of  the second Person.

In keeping with the teachings of the OT, the NT clearly recognizes that there are three Persons in the Godhead,
although, it becomes quite a bi t more specific.  The first Person is called God the Father, while the second
Person is called God the Son.  The NT answers the question of Proverbs 30:4:   �What is His Son �s name? � 
His Son �s name is the Lord Jesus Christ.  In accordance with the OT, He is sent by God to be the Messiah (or
Christ), but this time as a Man instead of as the Angel.  Furthermore, He is sent for a specific purpose  �  To
die for our sins.  God became Man in order to accomplish the work of atonement.  The NT calls the third
Person, God the Holy Spirit .  Throughout the NT He is related to the work of  the second Person in keeping
with the teaching of the OT.

We seen then, that there is a continuous body of teaching in both the OT and the NT relating to the Tri -unity of
God.
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THE ATHANASIAN CREED ON THE TRINITY

That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, nei ther confounding the persons, nor div iding the
substance.

Note (1)  �   Confounding the Persons = Confusing the roles of each member.  They are three separate
Persons.

Note (2)  �  Dividing the substance = Saying one member has one attribute and another member some other
attribute.  All have the same attr ibutes.

For there is one Person of the Father, another of  the Son, and another of the Holy Spi rit. But the godhead of the
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, is all one, the glory equal, the majesty co-eternal.

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit . The Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, and
the Holy Spirit uncreated. The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy Spirit
incomprehensible.

The Father eternal, the Son eternal , and the Holy Spirit eternal. And yet they are not three eternals, but one
Eternal.

As also there are not three incomprehensibles, nor three uncreated, but one Uncreated, and one
Incomprehensible. So likewise the Father is Almighty, the Son Almighty, and the Holy Spirit A lmighty. And yet
they are not three almighties, but one Almighty.

So the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. And yet  they are not three gods, but one God.

So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Spirit Lord. And yet not three lords, but one Lord.

For as we are compelled by the Christian verity to acknowledge each Person by Himself  to be both God and
Lord, so we are also forbidden by the catholic religion to say that  there are three gods or three lords.

The Father is made of none, neither created, nor begotten. The Son is of the Father alone, not made, nor
created, but begotten. The Holy Spi rit is of the Father,  neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding.

So there is one Father, not  three f athers; one Son, not  three sons; one Holy Spiri t, not  three holy spi rits.

And in the Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another, but all three Persons are
co-eternal together and co-equal. So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity
is to be worshiped.

He therefore that will be saved is must think thus of the Trinity.

Furthermore, it  is necessary to everlasting salvation that he also believe rightly the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus
Christ. For the right faith is, that we believe and confess, that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and
man; God, of the substance of the Father, begotten before the worlds; and man of the substance of his mother,
born in the world; perfect God and perfect man, of a rational soul and human flesh subsisting. Equal to the
Father, as touching His godhead; and inferior to the Father, as touching His manhood; who, although He is God
and man, yet he is not two, but one Christ; one, not by conv ersion of the godhead into flesh but by taking of the
manhood into God; one altogether; not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. For as the rational soul
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and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ; who suffered for our salvation, ... , rose again the third day
from the dead. He ascended into heaven, He sits at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence He
will come to judge the quick and the dead. At His coming all men will rise again with their bodies and shall give
account for their own works. And they that have done good shall go into life ev erlasting; and they that have done
evil into everlasting f ire.


